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¶ Play Again Film                          May 15  

¶ 2 Hour Late Opening         May 19 

¶ SWNI Bicycle and Rodeo Fair    May 22 

¶ Garden Committee Meeting      June 1  

¶ Last PTA Meeting of the Year    June 2 

¶ Field Day           June 11 

¶ Last Day of School                      June 15 

 

 

¶ Walking School Buses         April 22 - June 3  

¶ Parent Coffees             Every Thursday   

PTA meets from 6:30 ð7:30 pm. Dinner is served 

beginning at 6:00 pm. As a courtesy to those  

attending the PTA meeting, a supervised play 

area is provided in the cafeteria from 6:00 to 

7:45 pm. Children must be potty trained and 

must be signed in and out by an adult.  

Join us for a special pre-release screening of  PLAY 
AGAIN , a new documentary about the consequences of a 
childhood removed from nature.  Produced by Maplewood  

parent , Meg Merrill, this film features some familiar  
Maplewood students !   

 

PLAY AGAIN Pre-Release Screening 

The Bagdad Theater 
3702 SE Hawthorne Blvd. 

May 15th 
7pm (doors at 6:15) 

*All ages, recommended for 12+ 
 

For tickets and information, please visit ww.playagainfilm.com 
And if you happen to be in SPAIN on June 2nd, you can catch 
PLAY AGAIN at the Barcelona International Environmental 
Film Festival!                    
                                   More info about this amazing film below! 

One generation from now most people in 
the U.S. will have spent more time in the 
virtual world than in nature. New media 
technologies have improved our lives in 
countless ways. Information now ap-
pears with a click. Overseas friends are 
part of our daily lives. And even grandma 
loves Wii. 
  
But what are we missing when we are 
behind screens? And how does this af-
fect our childrenôs well being, our society 
and the very future of our planet? 
  
At a time when children play more be-
hind screens than outside, PLAY AGAIN 
explores the changing balance between 
the virtual and natural worlds.  Is our 
connection to nature disappearing down 
the digital rabbit hole? 
  
This documentary follows six teenagers 
who, like the ñaverage American child,ò 
spend five to fifteen hours a day behind 
screens. Play Again unplugs these teens 
and takes them on their first wilderness 
adventure ï no electricity, no cell phone 
coverage, no virtual reality. 
  
Through the voices of children and leading 
experts like Richard Louv, Juliet Schor, Bill 
McKibben, Gary Small, Susan Linn, and 
David Suzuki, Play Again introduces new 
perspectives and encourages action for a 

sustainable future. 

Parent Coffees   

Now that the walking school 
buses are starting up again, 

make plans to stop by for cof-
fee and treats every Thursday 
in the cafeteria right after drop-
off. It's a great way to start your 

day! 
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PTA News and Updates (minutes are published in full)  

May 5, 2010 PTA Minutes  

Call to Order:  Lori Hesse, 6:30 p.m.  

Submission of Minutes:  Minutes were submitted and no 

changes made. 

Financial Report:  Read-Aloud-Athon will reach almost 

$5,000 this year (thanks to Michael Gettel -Gilmartin).  

Box tops made $340 (thanks to Cindy Bowden). Year-

book sales should gross $2,000 (thanks to Jelena 

Mrdjan).  Native plant sale made $1,290 (thank you 

Kathy Weeks and Kari Weakland).  Hanging baskets 

should gross $5,000 (thanks to Kari Weakland).  

Correspondence and Thank You:  In addition to the vol-

unteers listed above, the PTA would like to thank the 

following:  Christine Patrick for coordinating and chair-

ing Teacher Appreciation Week; Anna Taff for hosting 

the teacher's after -school party; Leah Johnson for 

serving the coffee; and all the hospitality committee 

volunteers who worked so hard to pull this week to-

gether. Thanks also to Ronda Zakocs for chairing the 

Walk and Bike to School event and all the walking school 

bus volunteers; Dave Dacklin and Laura Shier for chair-

ing Bookbaggers for the third year in a row; Tracey 

Scherban for a wonderful Math and Science Night and 

all the people who volunteered to host a booth; and 

Stephanie Coren for organizing and making Family Dance 

Night such a hit again.  

 

 

 

Board Elections: The following people have been 

elected to the 2010 -2011 PTA Board:  Jill Brown Young, 

President; Lori Hesse, Vice President; Alisa Castellano, 

Treasurer; and Shannon Kimmel, Secretary.  

President's Piece: Lori Hesse noted that the new 

board will begin work on the 2010 -11 school year 

budget. They ask that the committee chairs give as de-

tailed information as possible about the budgetary 

needs for next year as decisions on the type and num-

ber of fundraisers will be decided. The board will also 

begin working on the 2010 -2011 calendar this month and 

will meet with the incoming chairs in July to discuss the 

calendar and budget.  

Principal's Notes: Please see John's notes.  

Teacher Notes ( Renay Schaeffer). The teachers thank 

everyone for the show of appreciation this week.  They 

have enjoyed the week and feel very appreciated. Thank 

you to the green team for the reusable trays and flat-

ware. Six teachers have completed the math workshop 

and feel it was beneficial and will add to their skills for 

the next year.   

Foundation and Campaign: Still working on getting PPS 

to approve e -scrip. Stay tuned.  

Committee Reports:  See separate committee reports.  

Meeting Adjourned: 7:25 p.m. 

Congratulations to PTA President Jill Brown Young and 

her family on their precious new baby girl born at 4:03 

a.m. on May 5. Kylee Jane weighed 6 pounds and was 19 

inches long. Everyone is healthy and happy.  

 

Capri Suns have been collected all 

year and the packages sent to this 

company: 

http://www.terracycle.net/brigade

s/1-Drink -Pouch-Brigade. There is 

a bin that is  set out during lunch 

time where the kids dispose of 

their empty Capri Suns. If you have 

any questions please email Amber 

Kline at akline88@msn.com . 

Maplewood Campout at Metzler Park  

There are ten camping spots still available for the Maplewood 

Campout at Metzler Park. The trip is from August 6th - August 

8th.  The cost is $42 per site. If you are interested, please 

email Amber Kline at akline88@msn.com. Join us if you can!  

http://www.terracycle.net/brigades/1-Drink-Pouch-Brigade
http://www.terracycle.net/brigades/1-Drink-Pouch-Brigade
mailto:akline88@msn.com
mailto:akline88@msn.com
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Does your student still need a booster seat? 

Experts agree and the evidence is con-

clusive that children are moving to 

safety belts too soon. Surveys con-

ducted by the National Highway and 

Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) 

and research published by Partners for 

Child Passenger Safety conclude that 

children between the ages of 4 and 8 

years are riding at risk. "Children are at 

unnecessary risk of being injured in crashes because they are either 

in the wrong restraint for their size or worse, totally unrestrained," 

according to former NHTSA Administrator Jeffrey W. Runge, MD.   

48% of children between the ages of 4 and 8 killed in motor vehicle 

crashes in 2001 were unrestrained. 

Using a belt-positioning booster (BPB) with a safety belt instead Οof 

a safety belt alone reduces a child¹s risk of injury by 59%. 

Children placed in poorly fitting adult safety belts can suffer serious 

life-threatening injuries or risk being ejected from a vehi-

cle in a crash. 

Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for children 

aged 3 to 6 and 8 to 14. 

 

 

Seat Belt Syndrome Is Also a Problem  Seat Belt Syndrome is a 

pattern of intra-abdominal and spinal injuries as well as lower ex-

tremity injuries. When children are prematurely transitioned into 

adult safety belts, the lap portion of the belt rides up over the soft 

abdomen and the shoulder portion crosses the neck or face, causing 

many children to place the shoulder belt behind them or under their 

arm. Studies have found that beginning at age 3 there is a sudden 

drop in appropriate restraint use. By age 6 few children remained in 

child restraints or booster seats. Children from ages 4 to 8 who were 

not riding in BPBs were more than three times as likely to sustain an 

abdominal injury as a child riding in a BPB. 

 

 

Your child is ready to ride without a booster seat when the an-

swer to all of these questions is YES: 

Does the child sit all the way back against the auto seat? 

Do the child's knees bend comfortably at the edge of the auto seat? 

Does the safety belt cross the collarbone between the neck and arm? 

Is the lap belt as low as possible, touching the hips and thighs? 

Can the child stay seated like this for the whole trip? 

This material was adapted from Partners for Child Passenger Safety 

and Safety Belt Safe USA. 

Oregon Child Occupant Protection Law states: 

 

¶ For booster seats, children over 40 lb must use a booster seat 

until they are age 8, or 4 feet 9 inches in height. 

¶ The booster seat requirement does not apply when the rear seat 

of the vehicle is equipped only with lap belts, provided the child 

is secured by the lap belt.  

¶ A child taller than 4ô9ò or age 8 or older must be properly se-

cured with the vehicleôs safety belt.  

¶ The child is properly secured if the lap belt is positioned low 

across the thighs and the shoulder belt is positioned over the 

collarbone and away from the neck.  

 

The failure to properly use safety belts or child restraints is a Class 

D traffic violation with Οa $142.00 fine - ORS 811.210 and ORS 

815.055; effective October 1, 2009. 

 

 

National ñBest Practiceò Recommendations 

 

Children under age 13 should ride in the back seat, which reduces 

the risk of crash injury by 37%.  

They should continue riding in a booster seats until the lap and 

shoulder safety belt fit properly, even if age 8 or older or taller than 

4'9" . 

Can I recycle our used booster seats locally if we are done with 

them?  

YES, click here:  http://www.childsafetyseat.org/calendar.html 

Additional links: 

http://www.nhtsa.gov/Safety/CPS 

http://www.childsafetyseat.org/boosterSeats.html 

http://www.carseat.org/ 

http://www.safekids.org/ 

 

Head and Face Injuries Most Common 

71% of serious injuries to 4 to 8 year olds are to the head or face. 

Children in seat belts are 4 times more likely to suffer  head/ 

          brain injury as compared to children who use a child safety  

          seat (CSS) or BPB. 

The brain is the organ least likely to recover from injury. 

PARENT to PARENT by Kelley Callais  

http://www.nhtsa.gov/Safety/CPS
http://www.childsafetyseat.org/boosterSeats.html
http://www.carseat.org/
http://www.safekids.org/
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                         MAPLEWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION NEWS  

The next Maplewood Neighborhood Association meeting will be held on Monday, May 10 from 7:00 to 8:30 pm at 

the West Hills Friends Church across from Maplewood School.   Featured speaker will be the Ride Connection.  

 

Mark your calendars for the 'Artist in the Park" on May 15th from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm in April Hill Park.   Fami-

lies and children are encouraged to do any type of art in the park --  painting, playing music, yoga, martial arts, 

etc.   City Nature and the Portland Parks and Recreation will have art activities for children.   Commissioner Nick 

Fish will help celebrate at the event.  

 

Mark your calendars for the Maplewood neighborhood summer picnic on Sunday, July 25th!  

 

The final total for this year's Read -Aloud-Athon was 

$4946.45. Although overall participation was lower than 

last year, those who did pledge did better than ever 

before! I am very grateful for the help given by the 

teachers, parent volunteers, and the children them-

selves. 

 The class who had the best percent of participation 

was Mrs. Abel's 1st grade class, with over 60% of the 

students returning paid pledge forms. In second place 

was Ms. McIntyre's class, and in 3rd place, Mrs. Lang's. 

All three classes will receive books for their classroom 

libraries and Mrs. Abel's class will have a pizza party 

with Mr. Blanck in attendance.  

 Thanks again, and I plan to return as the chairperson 

of this great event next year!  

 Michael Gettel -Gilmartin  

Youõre invited to SW Neighborhoods Bicycle and Rodeo Fair ! 

Learn bicycle safety, try the obstacle course, improve your riding 
skills, and get your bike inspected! Cost is FREE!!  

When : Sat, May 22 at 2:00 p.m.  

Where : Markham Elementary, 10531 SW Capitol Hwy  

Questions : Nancy Hand 503-452-9483 or Stefanie Adams 503-823-3131 

 

 

 

Parents, please check the Lost and Found 
before the end of school!!!!! There are still 
lots of unclaimed items. All remaining 
items will be donated to the clothing center 
at Marshall High School. Thanks!  

Thanks to Garden Home Blockbuster employees 

and patrons for  generously   donating change to 

the Maplewood  Foundation. Approximately  $200 

has been donated this year!  

Mayôs Green Team Report 

 The Green Team is working on Maplewoodôs Green School Recertification .  
¶     The Waste Audit  was completed by Ms. McIntyreôs 3rd Grade Class with the help of Green Team Member Tracey Scher-
ban and PPSôs Americorp Volunteer Melissa Kerry. 

 ¶    Principal Blanck administered the Green Practices Survey  to Maplewoodôs faculty and staff. 
 The information generated from these activities is being used to complete the re-certification paperwork.  
 The Green Practices Survey results will also help Mr. Blanck target electricity conservation efforts .  The Green Team 
hopes to further support this effort by increasing signage reminders throughout the school.  
 As Mr. Blanck announced, the cafeteria started using the durable trays and real flatware Monday, May 3 rd .  Come by 
the Green Team booth at Math & Science Night  and learn just how much styrofoam we are keeping out of the landfill.  

 The Green Team also set up recycling for Maplewoodôs Family Dance. 
 The Green Team is also interested in beginning a Green Literacy Program  at Maplewood (similar in structure to our Art 
Literacy program).  This is a program we learned about through the Center for Earth Leadership's Eco-School Network.  Eco-
Think, as it is called at some other schools, has been done for many years (8 years at Lake Grove).  Based on the Green Prac-
tices Survey, many teachers are interested.  We will keep everyone posted. 

Run4Gray Community Walk/Run , Sunday May 23rd 

from 12:00 to 2:00 at Wilson High School track.   This event 

is to raise money for Arts and Technology Programs at 

Robert Gray Middle School for the 2010 -2011 school year. 

All ages are welcome to participate in the fun.   The event will 

include music, door prizes, and refreshments for purchase.   

Entrance is $10 donation at the event, or gather pledges 

before the event.   Pledge form is available for downloading at 

www.graypta.org.    
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Things are heating up (even if our weather has been 

slower to do so!) in the gardens at Maplewood. Ameri-

Corps crews worked with us to  create more permanent 

pathways in the Wild Wood and control weeds there 

and in the North Woods (a public right -of -way 

area just north of the Wild Wood  that in the past has 

been a 'weed nursery' for our gardens). Come by and 

take a look at the Wild Wood , a wonderful outdoor 

classroom and natural space we're lucky enough to 

have at our school. Thank you  to Alisa Castellano, Greg 

Garrison, John Mills, Leigh Otting,  Joanne Hogarth 

(and Margot and  Gordon!), Virginia Bowers, and Kathy 

Weeks, as well as the  classes of eager students  that 

came out to  work alongside the AmeriCorps  crews!  

 

 

Students also have been busy planting in their raised 

beds. There are flowers in the "Tualatin River bed" 

maintained by 5th graders and salad gardens in the 

"Fanno Creek" (2nd grade) and "Tryon Creek" (1st 

grade) beds. Tastings aren't too far off! The 4th 

graders planted several different types of root veg-

gies in their "Vermont Creek" bed, as well, some of 

which they'll  harvest  before summer break.   

  

Our Natives and More Plant Sale in April  netted 

about $1200  for our school this year.  The plant se-

lection, from two different nurseries,  was beautiful, 

and a steady stream of traffic stopped to browse and 

buy. The hanging basket/veggies and herb starts 

sale, organized by  Garden Committee  member 

Kari  Weakland, also did very well this year, bringing 

in about $1500.  A big thank you to  all the volunteers 

who helped with both of these  sales!  

  

Our next and final meeting of the year will be 

held Tuesday, June  1, at 7 p.m. in the li-

brary.  Please join us if you  are interested 

in the  potential of the gardens  at  Maplewood!    
  

              Hanging Basket Sales  

  

Thank you to everyone who purchased a 

hanging basket, veggie, or herb start as 

we doubled our profits from last 

spring.   If you didn't order this year 

don't miss out next year.   The assorted 

mixed shade baskets were amazing and 

all filled with different flower combina-

tions and the ferns were taller than most 

kindergarteners.   A special thank you to 

Kathy Weeks, Elisa Mills, Molly Suther-

land, and Yolanda Dozier who braved the 

rain, wind, and hail storms to sort the 

orders.   Congratulations to Leigh Otting 

who won the raffle prize drawing for the 

Giant flowering urn.  

                      Party Boards  

As the year winds down there are still plenty of 

party boards waiting for your name to be added.   

Contact Kari Weakland at weakland3@msn.com  if 

you would like a spot for the �'�D�G�V�¶���1�L�J�K�W���2�X�W��
Party on 5/15, Sensational Siblings on 5/18, 

�0�R�P�V�¶���&�R�F�N�W�D�L�O���3�D�U�W�\��on 5/22, Soccer Stars 

grades K - 2 on 5/26, �0�R�P�V�¶���+�L�N�H��on 6/6, �0�R�P�V�¶��
Sip & Savor Wine on 6/26, Family BBQ on 7/17 

or Urban Camping  on 7/24.  THANK YOU to all the 

hosts, co -hosts, & sponsors of these great events.    


